Anterior mediastinal mass in a patient susceptible to malignant hyperthermia.
We report a malignant hyperthermia-susceptible patient who required investigation for a large, symptomatic anterior mediastinal mass. Multiple attempts at tissue diagnosis under local anaesthesia were unsuccessful. Following awake fibreoptic tracheal intubation, general anaesthesia was administered using ketamine, midazolam, and nitrous oxide, maintaining spontaneous ventilation. Prophylactic dantrolene was not used, to avoid potential muscle weakness and respiratory compromise. Diagnostic mediastinotomy was performed without incident. We conclude that ketamine anaesthesia is appropriate for patients with anterior mediastinal masses, and is considered safe in malignant hyperthermia-susceptible patients.